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NORTH  ATLANTIC  TREATY  -  DISARIIAIiENT  -  MILITARY  ASSISTANCE 

3n  Tuesday,  July  5,  Senator  Tom  Connally  made  the  opening  and  official  statement  for  the 
:;orth  Atlantic  Treaty  in  the  Senate  Debate.  The  expected  overwhelming  vote  of  approval  came 
not  three  or  four  days  later,  as  predicted,  but  only  after  almost  three  weeks  of  discussion. 

Over  31  major  speeches  were  made,  9  against  ratification.  3  major  reservations  or  changes 
in  interpretation  were  offered  and  rejected.  The  final  vote  was  82  in  favor,  13  against. 
Senators  who  voted  against  ratification  were: 

Edwin  C.  Johnson,  Colo.  James  P,  Kern,  Mo.  Robert  A.  Taft,  Ohio 

Glen  H.  Taylor,  Idaho  Kenneth  S.  V/herry,  Nebr.  Guy  Cordon,  Oregon 

William  E.  Jenner,  Ind.  George  W.  Malone,  Nev.  Arthur  V.  Watkins,  Utah 

Forrest  C.  Donnell,  Mo.  Ralph  E.  Flanders,  Vt. 

''any  who  voted  for  ratification  did  so  with  considerable  hesitation  and  lack  of  enthusiasm. 
Senator  Guy  Gillette  of  Iowa  said:  “The  vote  I  shall  cast  is  one  that  I  shall  cast  with  the 
t^reatest  of  reluctance.”  Senator  Claude  Pepper  of  Florida,  after  having  voted  against  uni¬ 
lateral  aid  to  Greece  and  Turkey  and  against  the  Vandenberg  Resolution,  finally  gave  his 
support  to  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  because  his'  opinion  did  not  prevail  earlier  and  “having 
gone  thus  far,  I  believe  that  it  is  unthinkable  to  stop,  reverse  our  course,  and  go  back  to 
some  imaginary  turning  off  point  and  start  all  over." 

Senator  Robert  A.  Taft  of  Ohio,  who  opposed  the  Treaty  because  he  felt  it  implied  arms 
assistance,  pointed  out  also  that  the  Treaty  violated  the  spirit  of  the  United  Nations 
Charter.  He  said:  "In  the  United  Nations  Charter  we  accepted  the  principle  that  we  would 
go  to  war  in  association  with  other  nations  against  a  nation  found  by  the  Security  Council 
to  be  an  aggressor.  ...  It  violates  the  whole  spirit  of  the  United  Nations  Charter.  .  ,  , 
This  Treaty  .  .  .  means  an  armament  race,  and  armament  races  in  the  past  have  led  to  war. 

The  United  Nations  looks  perhaps  vainly  to  the  reduction  of  armaments.  The  Atlantic  Pact 
proposes  to  increase  them." 

I  Vandenberg  Stresses  Need  for  Eventual  Disarmament 

Senator  Arthur  H.  Vandenberg,  in  his  argument  for  the  Pact,  asked  the  President  to  review 
that  provision  of  S.  Res,  239,  the  Vandenberg  Resolution  of  June  19U8,  which  called  for 
efforts  toward  universal  disarmament.  He  said:  "Peace  will  never  escape  this  final  hazard 
until  universal  disarmament,  under  absolutely  dependable  and  automatic  guarantees  against 
bad  faith,  has  spiked  all  guns  for  keeps.  .  .  .  The  same  Senate  which  asked,  in  S.  Res.  239, 
for  collective  self-defense  under  Article  5l  of  the  Charter.  ,  .  also  asked,  and  in  the  same 
breath,  for  universal  disarmament.  ...  I  would  wish.  .  .  that  if  and  when  this  pact  is 
ratified,  the  President  of  the  United  States  might  address  the  world  upon  this  score.  .  . 
that  he  might  call  the  peoples  of  the  earth  to  a  new  crusade  in  behalf  of  these  peace  truths 
in  the  so-called  Vandenberg  Resolution." 

On  Saturday,  July  23,  Senator  Vandenberg  repeated  his  hope  that  the  President  "will  now  re- 
jemphasize  these  other  vitally  important  objectives,"  and  he  discussed  the  possibility  of 
holding  off  a  long-term  arms  program  until  next  year  as  well  as  strengthening  the  U  N, 
resorting  if  need  be  to  a  general  conference  to  revise  the  Charter, 
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Administration  Demands  Full  Arms  Program  Now 


On  July  15,  Senator  Vandenberg  said  in  the  Senate:  "Vife  are  under  notice  that  the  President 
will  ask  Congress  for  an  arms  program  for  western  European  countries,  among  others,  before 
this  session  of  Congress  adjourns.  .  .  However,  it  is  independent  of  the  pact,  and  is  part 
of  the  general  policy." 

In  his  message  on  July  25,  President  Truman  said:  "The  sura  which  will  be  needed  in  new  ap¬ 
propriations  for  the  fiscal  year  1950.  .  •  with  a  margin  for  emergencies  is  approximately 
$1,U50,0C)0,000.  ...  It  is  not  proposed  that  specific  sums  be  committed  in  advance  to 
particular  countries.  Rather,  the  President  should  be  able  to  make  allocations  as  circum¬ 
stances  require,"  The  State  Department  released  its  V/hite"  Paper  on  Military  Assistance  at 
the  same  time.  In  it  the  following  plan  for  allocation  was  indicated: 

1.  ?}'938,U50,000  -  to  North  Atlantic  countries  for  military  equipment,  technical  and 

training  assistance. 

2.  300,580,000  -  to  Greece,  Turkey,  Iran,  Korea,  Philippines  and  possibly  Siam  for 

similar  aid. 

3.  155,000,000  -  to  North  Atlantic  countries  to  stimulate  their  own  arms  production. 

U,  14.5,000,000  -  Emergency  Fund  -  only  if  required  to  protect  the  security 

interests  of  the  United  States. 

5.  10,970,000  -  Administration,  The  proposal  calls  for  ^16,000  a  year  for  the  gen¬ 

eral  administrator;  ^15,000  each  for  three  other  top  officials. 

Hearings  in  the  House  are  scheduled  to  being  Thursday,  July  28,  Opposition  to  any  addition 
al  expenditure  is  one  factor  in  the  cautious  attitude  of  Congress,  Senator  Flanders  of 
Vermont  opposed  the  Treaty  partly  because  of  "a  conviction  that  it  marks  one  more  step 
toward  the  pyramiding  of  a  load  of  national  expenditures  which  we  will  ultimately  find  it 
impossible  to  bear."  The  discretion  and  authority  asked  for  the  President  have  already 
provoked  Congressional  criticism.  Senator  Taft  remarked  on  July  25  that  Congress  was  being 
asked  to  "substantially  abdicate  all  functions  relating  to  foreign  policy,"  Senator 
Vandenberg  commented  immediately  that  the  arms  program  "must  be  rewritten  and  curtailed  to  ! 
get  action  this  session." 

This  is  a  proposal  for  only  one  year.  Estimates  of  total  costs  are  not  available,  although 
the  State  Department  has  indicated  that  the  peaic  of  the  burden  will  come  in  1951*  However, 
neither  the  size  of  the  military  establishments  in  Europe  nor  the  specific  amounts  of  arms 
to  be  shipped  ¥rill  be  available  to  the  public. 


TO  SUGGEST 

1.  Letters  to  your  own  Congressman  NOV/,  The  House  has  not  yet  considered  any  of  the 
implications  of  this  program. 

2.  Letters  to  members  of  the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  who  will  be  conduct¬ 
ing  hearings  when  you  receive  this  Letter. 

URGE  that  we  exert  our  energy  and  effort  toward  disarmament  rather  than  re¬ 
armament  . 

ASK  that  we  spend  our  money  to  diminish  international  tension,  not  increase  it. 
ENCOURAGE  s\ipport  of  the  United  Nations  and  its  agencies  -  with  our  money, 
our  allegiance,  and  our  best  personnel. 

RElttlND  Congress  that  people  all  over  the  world  are  still  in  need  of  food, 
housing,  and  security  which  does  not  depend  on  balance  of  power. 
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raiTED  STATES  SHOULD  CONSIDER  ITS  ROLE  IN  INTERNATIONAL  ECONOMICS 

The  U.  S.  Nevfs  and  World  Report  for  July  8  adds  up  United  States  expenditures  for  world  aid 
since” the  endT^^V/orld  War  II.  The  total,  including  all  military  aid,  will  be  $28  billion 
by  the  end  of  1950.  "But,"  comments  the  article,  ”it  is  not  expected  to  be  enough.” 
England,  Sweden,  Belgi\aii,  Mexico,  India,  and  Egypt  are  among  many  countries  irtiich  are  not 
—  for  one  reason  or  another  —  selling  enough  outside  their  borders  to  pay  for  what  they 
must  bring  in.  ^^orld  traile  is  still  far  from  being  in  mutually  advcmtageous  harmony,  and 
the  proposals  being  offered  to  remedy  the  situation  require  thoughtful  consideration. 

Economic  Cooperation  Administration 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  the  Senate  is  considering  the  19U9-50  appropriation  for  E  C  A. 
The  total  amount  has  been  cut  by  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  from  198, 200, 000 
asked  by  E  C  A  to  $3,778,380,000  for  a  twelve-month  period.  Amendments  which  appear  to 
distort  the  intent  and  to  cripple  the  present  plans  of  E  C  A  have  been  offered.  In  view 
of  the  progress  which  E  C  A  has  made  toward  its  goal  of  European  self-sufficiency  by  1953, 
and  considering  the  need  which  still  exists,  the  cut  and  amendments  appear  unwise. 

■JC-  -K-  -K-  -K-  -K- 

However,  whether  or  not  Europe  will  be  economically  self-sufficient  by  1953  is  only  part  of 
the  problem.  Vera  Micheles  Dean,  writing  on  ”1953:  Target  or  Milestone?”  in  the  July  9 
Saturday  Review  of  Literature,  concludes;  ''Judging  by  the  information  so  far  available,  it 
is  clear  that  Europe  is  well  on  the  v/ay  to  hitting  the  target  of  recovery  by  1953.  "What  is 
not  yet  clear  is  whether  1953  will  also  mark  a  milestone  in  long-term  economic  cooperation 
between  Europe  and  the  United  States.” 

As  Congress  argues  E  C  A,  renewal  of  the  Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements  Act  and  United 
States  participation  in  the  International  Trade  Organization  wait  for  Congressional  consid¬ 
eration.  If  E  C  A  is  to  be  a  step  tov/ard  the  restoration  and  expansion  of  world  trade  as 
well  as  a  relief  measure,  other  parallel  and  supplementary  steps  must  be  taken.  I  T  0  is 
the  more  inclusive  and  farther  reaching  program.  It  has  been  both  widely  criticized  and 
praised.  The  possibility  of  Congressional  approval  this  session  is  slight. 

Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements  Act 

Congress  passed  the  first  Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements  Act  in  193U.  During  the  following 
ten  years,  the  United  States  negotiated  with  29  other  governments  individually  and  succeed¬ 
ed  in  obtaining  reductions  in  foreign  duties  on  55/^  of  goods  exported  by  the  United  States. 
The  average  reduction  amounted  to  about  a  third  of  the  previous  rate. 

The  80th  Congress,  as  it  extended  R  T  A  for  one  year,  wrote  in  restrictive  amendments 
designed  to  curtail  executive  power  in  negotiating  agreements.  The  Act  itself  expired  June 
30  and  must  be  re-enacted. 

H.  R.  1211,  passed  by  the  House  on  February  9  this  year,  would  restore  the  original  pro¬ 
visions.  The  Senate  Finance  Committee  vote'  on  March  10  was  favorable  but  the  legislation 
has  not  yet  reached  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  Your  own  Senators  should  be  encouraged  to 
consider  thoughtfully  this  technique  for  American  participation  in  world  economic  life. 
Action  this  session  is  essential  to  restore  and  continue  the  Reciprocal  Trade  Program. 

./  INFORMATION  ON  EXPELLEES  AVAILABLE  NOV/ 

In  a  long  resolution  (H.  Res.  238)  reviewing  the  present  plight  of  refugees  in  Europe,  Rep¬ 
resentative  Francis  Walter,  Pennsylvania,  asked  for  and  received  $U5,000  for  the  House 
Judiciary  Committee  ”to  conduct  st\idies  and  investigations”  on  the  subject  of  refugees  not 
to  be  included  in  the  limited  program  of  the  International  Refugee  Organization.  Members 
of  the  Committee  will  leave  soon  for  Europe. 


parre  V/ashin?;ton  Letter  No.  66 

V/ashington  Letter  No.  62  (April  27,  19U9)  called  attention  to  the  situation  of  persons  of 
German  ancestry  who  were  living  at  the  end  of  the  war  in  Poland,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary, 
Rumania,  Yugoslavia,  and  other  Balkan  countries  and  who  have  since  been  driven  back  to 
Germany • 

Interesting  and  pertinent  information  has  been  gathered  by  Betty  Barton  in  a  booklet  en¬ 
titled,  "The  Problem  of  12  Million  German  Refugees  in  Today's  Germany."  This  is  available 
free  of  charge  from  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  20  South  Twelfth  Street, 
Philadelphia  7,  Penna,  The  F  C  I.'  L  is  bringing  it  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 


Betty  Barton  points  out  that  the  group  represents  a  social  and  economic  cross  section  of 
society.  Lverj'’  fourth  refugee  is  a  child  under  lU  years  of  age.  ohe  concludes  that  the 
solution  of  emigration  will  help  only  a  few  hundred  thousand  and  that  the  rest  will  have  to 
be  somehow  assLmiiated  into  German  life. 

This  assimilation  vrill  require  the  effort  of  local  governments,  occupation  authorities,  and 
international  agencies.  Betty  Barton  adds,  "The  function  which  the  foreign  voluntary agencj 
can  perform  better  than  any  other  body  is  the  important  one  of  spreading  interpretation  and 
an  awareness  among  individuals,  groups,  and  private  and  governmental  agencies  of  the  prob-  | 
lem  of  refugees."  This  service  can  also  be  performed  by  concerned  individuals.  The  book¬ 
let  is  an  excellent  source  of  inforraation;  vnrite  for  a  copy. 

EQUALITY  IN  Ii.n!IGRATI0N  AND  NATURALIZATION 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Immigration  of  the  Senate  Judiciary/  Committee  held  hearings  on  July  19 
and  2u  on  H.  R.  199,  the  Judd  Bill,  passed  by  the  House  on  March  1.  The  bill  provides  the 
privilege  of  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  all  immigrants  having 
a  legal  right  to  permanent  residence  and  makes  immigration  quotas  available  to  Asiatic  and 
Pacific  peoples.  The  effect  will  be  to  repeal  the  Exclusion  Act  of  192U. 

The  F  C  N  L  has  recently  filed  a  statement  with  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  in  support 
of  H.  R.  199,  pointing  out  that  this  indication  of  our  democratic  intention  is  a  much 
needed  step  in  our  Far  Eastern  relations  and  a  good  beginning  in  the  process  of  revising 
our  whole  immigration  policy.  Yve  supported  a  similar  bill  in  the  80th  Congress. 

Letters  to  members  of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  and  to  Senator  J.  Hov/ard  McGrath 
should  be  sent  immediately,  to  encourage  final  action  now.  This  bill  has  been  in  process 
sufficiently  long  to  receive  prompt  attention. 

F  C  N  L  INCREASES  OPPORTUNITIES  FOit  EXPERIENCE  IN  Y/ASHINGTON 

Over  2^0  persons  participated  in  the  9  seminars  conducted  completely  or  in  part  by  the 
F  C  N  L  last  v/inter.  '7  seminars  were  held  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee;  one,  with  the  Young  Friends  Movement;  and  the  January  sessions  were  planned 
for  F  C  N  L  members  and  A  F  S  C  staff.  In  general,  each  seminar  was  devoted  to  a  single 
theme  —  Displaced  Persons,  European  Recover^'’  Program,  etc.  Groups  visited  offices  of 
at  least  12  Congressmen  and  Senators,  and  many  more  government  administrative  offices. 
Plans  for  the  coming  year  provide  for  an  expanded  program  v/ith  more  staff  time  devoted  to 
planning  and  promotion. 

John  Barclay  Jones,  Jr.  of  Haiinor,  Pennsylvania  and  Harvard  University,  and  Harry  B. 
St'jlts,  Jr.,  of  vYooster,  Ohio  and  the  College  of  Wooster,  have  been  serving  summer 
"internships"  in  legislative  activity  with  the  Friends  Committee.  Their  work  has  been 
partly  in  Congressional  offices,  partly  with  other  legislative  committees,  and  in  specific 
F  C  N  L  activities,  Vfe  are  looking  toward  an  evaluation  of  this  experimental  program  and 
hope  to  find  ways  in  which  it  might  be  made  more  valuable  later. 
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